
ANIMAL WELFARE BOARD OF INDIA
Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Govt. of India

(Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying)
42 Milestone, Delhi-Agra Highway, NH-2, 

Sikri, Ballabhgarh, Haryana-121004, Tel: 0129-2555700
Email: support-awbi@gov.in : Website: www.awbi.gov.in

No. AC-02025/1/2026-AWBI

To
The Principal Secretary,
Animal Husbandry Department of all States / UTs

Subject: Delegation of Powers for Issuance of Colony Animal Caretaker (CACT) 
Authorization by concerned States / UTs– regarding. 

Sir/Madam,

The  Animal  Welfare  Board  of  India  is  a  Central  Government  Statutory  Body 
established under Section 4 of the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960.  The Board 
is  presently  functioning  under  the  aegis  of  the  Department  of  Animal  Husbandry  and 
Dairying, Ministry of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Government of India.

2. I would like to invite your kind attention to the matter relating to the issuance of  
authorization to Colony Animal Caretakers (CACTs), which was considered by the Animal  
Welfare Board of India (AWBI) in its 55th Annual General Meeting held on 19th December, 
2025.

3. Colony Animal Caretakers play an important role in voluntarily undertaking feeding, 
basic medical care and general oversight of street animals in their respective localities. 
After due deliberation, the Board has agreed to delegate the powers for nomination and 
authorization of CACTs to the field-level authorities of the State Governments, with a view 
to ensuring timely and locally appropriate decision-making.

4. Accordingly, it has been decided that the Chief Veterinary Officer or Deputy Director 
or District Animal Husbandry Officer of the District may issue the letter of authorization as 
CACT, based on the local requirement and after due examination of the applications. In 
cases  where  there  is  no  such  requirement,  the  competent  authority  may  reject  the 
application,  keeping  in  view  the  directions  of  the  Hon’ble  Supreme  Court  regarding 
restrictions  on  feeding  in  public  places.  It  has  also  been  decided  that  the  concerned 
authority shall take a decision on the application within one month of its submission.

5. Further, in case an applicant is aggrieved by the decision or where no decision is 
taken  within  the  stipulated  period,  an  appeal  may  be  preferred  before  the  Member 
Secretary, State Animal Welfare Board or the Director/Commissioner, Animal Husbandry 
Department of the respective State/UT, who shall dispose of the appeal preferably within 
one month after a summary enquiry. The decision of the appellate authority shall be final.

6. For uniformity and guidance, the following documents are enclosed as annexures 
for processing CACT applications and issuing authorizations. 
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(i). Annexure I – CACT Application Form, 
(ii). Annexure  II  –Sample  letter  for  authorization  as  Colony  Animal  Caretakers 

(Bilingual Letter), having Terms & Conditions.
(iii). Annexure III – AWBI Guidelines dated 26.02.2015 on Pet & Street Dogs and their 

Caregivers (RWA/AOA).

7. In  this  context,  it  is  requested  to  kindly  issue  suitable  directions  to  the  Chief 
Veterinary Officer or Deputy Director or District Animal Husbandry Officer of the District of 
the Animal Husbandry Department and Member Secretary, State Animal Welfare Board or 
the  Director/Commissioner,  Animal  Husbandry  Department  and  other  concerned 
authorities in the State to implement the above decision of the Board in letter and spirit, so 
as to streamline the process of CACT authorization and ensure effective management of 
street animals in compliance with law.

With regards,

Yours sincerely,

(Dr. S.K. Dutta)
Secretary

Encl:

1. Annexure I – CACT Application Form (For reference)
2. Annexure II –Sample letter for authorization as Colony Animal Caretakers (Bilingual 

Letter), having Terms & Conditions.
3. Annexure III – AWBI Guidelines dated 26.02.2015 on Pet & Street Dogs and their 

Caregivers (RWA/AOA).
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APPLICATION FORM FOR COLONY ANIMAL/BIRDS CARE TAKERS 
 

(Please fill in capital letters) 
 
 
1) Name of the applicant : 
 
 
2) Father’s Name   : 
 
 
3) Date of Birth    : 
 
 
4) Complete address with Pin Code: 
 
 
5) Contact No. (Mobile No. / WhatsApp No): 
 
 
6) Email Id    : 
 
 
7) Aadhaar Card ID No.  :  

(enclose self-attested copy) 
 
 

8) Self-attested copy of any one of the following having Latest 
address proof and photo identity:  
(Voter ID/Driving License/Passport/ PAN Card) 

 
 
 
 

(   ) 
Signature of applicant 

 

 
PHOTO 



File No. 
 
Mr/Ms.  

सुĮी  
 
Address 

पता 
 

ͪवषय: कॉलोनी पशु देखभालकता[ हेतु अͬधकृत करने – के संबंध मɅ। 
Subject: Authorization for Colony Animal Caretaker – regarding. 
 

महोदय/महोदया, 
Sir/Madam, 
 

राÏय पशु कãयाण बोड[, (राÏय का नाम), सुĮी/Įी (आवेदक का नाम), सी/ओ (आवेदक के ͪपता/पǓत का नाम) 
को सामदुाǓयक पशओुं को भोजन, ͬचͩक×सा, देखभाल एवं Úयान रखने हेतु कॉलोनी पशु देखभालकता[ के Ǿप मɅ 
अͬधकृत करता है। इस Ĥकार, वह भारत के संͪवधान के अनुÍछेद 51 ए (जी) ɮवारा भारत के सभी नागǐरकɉ पर 
जीͪवत Ĥाͨणयɉ के ĤǓत दया Ǒदखाने के ͧलए Ǒदए गए मौͧलक कत[åय का पालन कर रहा/रहȣ है।  

The State Animal Welfare Board of (Name of the State) hereby authorizes (Name of the 
applicant) C/o Mr. (Name of Father / Husband of applicant) as Colony Animal Caretaker of 
community animals, providing food and medical care and attention to them. In doing so, he/she 
is performing the Fundamental Duty cast upon all citizens of India by Article 51A(g) of the 
Constitution of India to show Compassion to living creatures.  
 

2.  इस पğ के माÚयम से आपसे Ǔनàनͧलͨखत कत[åयɉ का पालन करने कȧ अपे¢ा कȧ जाती है: 

This is to say that you are hereby required to perform the following duties: 
 

(i). हाउͧसगं सोसाइटȣ के अंदर भोजन मÉुय भवन से दरू ǓनǑद[çट èथान पर Ǒदया जाना चाǑहए।  
Feeding within Housing Society should be at a designated place away from the main 
building. 

 

(ii). यǑद साव[जǓनक उɮयान मɅ भोजन Ĥदान कर रहे हɇ, तो कृपया उɮयान मɅ पैदल चलने/जॉͬगगं के राèत ेसे 
दरू एक Ǔनिæचत कोना Ǔनधा[ǐरत करɅ। 
If feeding in public gardens, please designate a certain corner in the garden away from 
walking/jogging trail. 
 

(iii). कुƣɉ को खाना ͨखलाने के ͧलए èटȣल या एãयुमीǓनयम के कटोरे का Ĥयोग करɅ, ͨखलाने के बाद कटोरे को 
उठाकर साफ कर लɅ। 
Use steel or aluminum bowls to feed dogs, pick the bowls after feeding and clean them. 
 

(iv). यǑद कुƣɉ ने भोजन फैला Ǒदया हो तो कृपया भोजन करने के बाद उस ¢ेğ को साफ कर दɅ। 
Please clean up the area after the dogs have eaten if they have strewn food around. 
 

(v). मल/ͪवसज[न को उठाने के ͧलए èकूपर का Ĥयोग करɅ और उसे कूड़ा संĒहण पाğ मɅ डालɅ। 
Use a scooper to pick up stools/faeces and dispose it in a garbage collection receptacle. 
 

(vi). कुƣɉ को हमेशा एक हȣ èथान व एक हȣ समय पर खाना ͨखलाएं। 
Always feed the dogs at the same site and same time. 
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(vii). उÛहɅ पया[Üत भोजन, पानी, आĮय और आवæयक पशु ͬचͩक×सा सहायता और सुर¢ा Ĥदान करने मɅ िजला 
Ĥशासन कȧ सहायता करना। 

To assist the district administration in providing them with adequate food, water, shelter 
and the necessary veterinary assistance and protection. 

 

(viii). भारतीय जीव जतंु कãयाण बोड[ ɮवारा माÛयता ĤाÜत पश ु कãयाण संगठन ɮवारा संचाͧलत पश ु जÛम 
Ǔनयंğण कɅ ġ मɅ सड़क पर रहने वाले पशुओं के बंÚयाकरण और टȣकाकरण के ͧलए पश ुजÛम Ǔनयंğण 
Ǔनयम, 2023 के Ĥवत[न मɅ सहायता और सहयोग करना। 
To aid and assist in the enforcement of the Animal Birth Control Rules, 2023 for the 
sterilization and vaccination of street animals at an Animal Birth Control Centre, 
operated by an AWBI recognized animal welfare organization. 
 

(ix). पालतू एवं आवारा कुƣɉ तथा उनकȧ देखभाल करने वालɉ, तथा Ǔनवासी कãयाण संघɉ और अपाट[मɅट माͧलक 
सघंɉ के सबंंध मɅ 26.02.2015 के 'एडÞãयूबीआई ǑदशाǓनदȶशɉ' का काया[Ûवयन सुǓनिæचत करना। 
To ensure implementation of the AWBI Guidelines dated 26.02.2015 with respect to Pet 
& Street Dogs, and their Care-Givers, and for Residents’ Welfare Associations and 
Apartment Owners Associations. 
 

3.  इसके अǓतǐरÈत, आपको Ǔनàनͧलͨखत सǓुनिæचत करने का Ǔनदȶश Ǒदया जाता है: 
Further, you are hereby directed to ensure the following: 

 

(i). कृपया सीǑढ़यɉ कȧ लɇͫ डगं या दरवाजे/गेट के बाहर कुƣɉ के ͧलए भोजन और पानी न रखɅ। 
Please do not feed or keep food and water for dogs on staircase landings or outside 
doors/gates. 
 

(ii). कृपया कुƣɉ को अखबार, Üलािèटक के पैकेट या सीधे ज़मीन पर खाना न ͨखलाएं। 
Please do not feed dogs on newspapers, plastic packets or on the ground directly. 
 

(iii). कृपया ज़मीनी èतर पर पानी के भंडारण टɇक या सेिÜटक टɇक के आस-पास या उसके ऊपर पर भोजन Ĥदान 
न करɅ। कुƣɉ और ͪपãलɉ के टɇक के अंदर ͬगरने और उसे दूͪ षत करने का ख़तरा है। 
Please do not feed on or near ground level water storage tanks or even septic tanks. 
There is danger of dogs and puppies falling inside the tanks and contaminating it. 
 

4.  हालाँͩक, इस पğ को तलाशी, जÞती या छापेमारȣ के ͧलए Ĥाͬधकरण के Ǿप मɅ नहȣं माना जा सकता है Èयɉͩक 
यह काय[ केवल सबंंͬधत राÏय सरकार कȧ कानून Ĥवत[न एजɅͧसयɉ ɮवारा हȣ ͩकया जा सकता है। 
This letter, however, may not be considered as an authorization for conducting search, seizure or 
raids as the same can only be done by law enforcement agencies of the respective State 
Government. 
 

5.  कॉलोनी पश ुदेखभालकता[ को अǓनवाय[ Ǿप से Ĥ×येक Ǔतमाहȣ (तीन-माͧसक) ǐरपोट[ राÏय पशु कãयाण बोड[ 
को Ĥèतुत करनी होगी, िजसमɅ उपरोÈत ǓनǑद[çट कायɟ के ĤǓत अनुपालन का ͪववरण Ǒदया गया हो। यǑद यह 
आवæयक ǐरपोट[ Ĥèतुत नहȣं कȧ जाती है, तो यह अͬधकृत पğ èवतः रɮद माना जाएगा। 
Colony Animal Caretaker has to mandatorily provide quarterly (three-monthly) reports to the State 
Animal Welfare Board as to specific compliance against the abovementioned functions, failing 
which, the authorization stands cancelled. 

भवदȣय, 

Yours Sincerely, 
 
 

Name of the issuing authority 














